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Thesis title:  Implementation of the Policy of Using Tax Measures to Suppress

Influential People : A Case Study of the Region 7 Revenue Office
Researcher: Mrs.Supatra Pistasas; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and
Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Thasothorn Tootongkam,Associate Professor; (2) Dr.Pathan

Suvanamongkol,Associate Professor; Academic year: 2009

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study: (1) methods of implementing a policy to
use tax measures to suppress influential people; (2) problems and obstacles to implementing a
policy to use tax measures to suppress influential people; (3) the impact of,a policy to use tax
measures to suppress influential people. |

This was a qualitative research based on document research, participatory
observation and interviews. The sample of 25 consisted of 12 officials working at the Region 7
Revenue Office, 4 people who were not Revenue Office personnel, but whose work involved the
use of tax measures to suppress influential people and 9 members of the general public.

The research showed that (1) the Revenue Department was the primary agency
‘responsible for using its power to collect taxes from influential people under the auspices of the
Revenue Code, which is a special law, and officials from related agencies supplied information on
the influential people to the Revenue Department. (2) The problems encountered were that
political changes caused the Revenue Department to receive less information on the influential
people from other agencies and that not enough was done to boost the morale of Revenue Office
employees, so they worked in a passive rather than an active way. (3) The major impact of the
policy was that the influential people had to use some of their money to pay taxes and this caused
changes in the vote-buying behavior of influential local politicians. They were more cautious in
their vote-buying spending, which led to greater transparency in local politics. Also, private sector

investment increased following market mechanisms.

Keywords: Policy, Tax measures, Region 7 Revenue Office
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