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Thesis title : Leadership in Public Sector According to Buddhist Doctrine
Researcher : Mr. Chaiwat Pattayavirojkul ; Degree : Master of Public Administration;
Thesis advisors : (1) Dr. Chera Pratip , Associate Professor ; (2) Dr. Suchitra Onkom,

Associate Professor; Academic year : 2008

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) study Buddhist doctrines related to
leadership in public sector (2) suggest directions in developing public sector leadership according
to Buddhist doctrines.

This research was qualitative research, collecting data from the Tipitaka , secondary
scriptures and books by Buddhist scholars on leadership particularly in public sector. In-depth
interview with twelve monks and lay scholars was also conducted..

It could be concluded from the research that (1) many Buddhist doctrines were
related to public sector leadership. These doctrines were composed in groups of which each
component contributed to the accomplishment of the integrated purpose of the group. The
research found out that these doctrines could be grouped in two major groups: the first group was
the Buddhist doctrines which stated about right view and insight about the truth of world and life.
This group could be grouped into 5 issues which totally composed of 17 doctrines. The second
group was the Buddhist doctrines which stated about efficiency and effectiveness in righteous
living and working. This group could be grouped into 10 issues which totally composed of 64
doctrines. The research clearly showed that public sector leader according to Buddhist doctrines
should possess high morality along with performance. Leader should possess right view , speech
and action in order to lead members of public organization or general public to achieve righteous
goals which ascend from present to future and ultimate benefits. (2) directions in developing
public sector leadership according to Buddhist doctrines were 1) in principle, every public
organization at every level should emphasize Buddhist doctrines in every form of training and
creating Dhamma the way of life and organization culture 2) the means in developing were long-
term and continuous training using all kinds of media and interesting and tangible presentations.

Keywords : Leadership, Public Sector, Buddhism
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