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Thesis title: The Political Role of Environmental Groups of Mae Mo District for Environmental
Problems in Mae Mo District, Lampang Province

Researcher: Mr. Sinthob Munkhong; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and Government);

Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor; (2) Tasothorn Tootongkum,
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) study the political role of environmental
conservation groups in Mae Mo District, Lampang, in solving the district’s environmental problems; (2)
study the factors that affected the movements of the environmental conservation groups; (3) analyze the
problems and obstacles faced by the groups; and (4) form recommendations for promoting the political
role of the groups in solving the environmental problems in the district.

This was a qualitative research based on a review of related documents, interviews with a
group of 20 related people and focus group interviews with 275 people from local groups, academia,
environmental enthusiasts, journalists, local press, government officials, and employees of the
Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand. The data were analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) the environmental conservation groups in Mae Mo expressed
their political role by joining in a network and making use of legal channels to try to reduce the
environmental impact of the open pit lignite mining operations in the district. (2) The factors that
affected the groups’ political movements were environmental factors that caused health problems among
the population and low prices for agricultural produce. (3) The groups faced the problems of lack of
strong leadership in the local communities and lack of support from the government sector, especially
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, which is supposed to promote the role of civil
society in debating environmental issues. (4) Recommendations for promoting the political role of
environmental conservation groups are to have the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand give
local people the opportunity to participate in solving environmental problems, to have the groups
continue to join forces and to find a strong leader, and to propose tangible, practical methods for solving

the problem in a sustainable way.

Keywords: Political role, Environmental conservation groups, Mae Mo, Lampang
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