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Thesis title: The Meaning of Sacrificial Offerings “Kra Ya Buad” in a
Ceremony to Pay Tributes to Thai Traditional Music and
Dance Teachers: A Case Study in the College of Dramatic
Arts Lopburi

Researcher: Miss Chattraporn Duangsoi; Degree: Master of Arts (Thai
Studies); Thesis advisors: (1) Lientenant Preeya Hiranpradith, Associate
Professor; (2) Dr. Sirichaichan Fakjumroon; Academic year: 2008

Abstract

The purposes of this study were to study 1) the elements and
meanings of the sacrificialofferings ‘Kra Ya Buad’, ‘Bai Sri Pakcham’, and
the equipment used in the ‘Wai Khru’ ritual and to study 2)the beliefs of a

group of Thai classical music and dance teachers. The data were collected
from documents, observation and interviews with the rahmans, the senior
teachers and a group of Thai classical music and dance teachers in the
College of Dramatic Arts in Lopburi.

The results revealed that: the ‘Wai Khru’ ritual in Thai classical
music and dance is the custom and rite of ‘paying homage to teachers’and
gods of Thai classical music and dance who created and gave knowledge to
students. These beliefs were related to the study and the ways of their lives.
The offerings were both raw and cooked materials. ‘Khreung Kra ya Buad’
Included only fresh food. ‘Bai Sri Pakcham’ were ‘Khreung Chen Kwan’
made of banana leaves to pay respect to sacred, higher gods.Other offerings
were busts heads of the sacred gods and photos of late teachers. These
offerings communicated the blessing and fulfillment to participants and
indicated the relationship of people to the supernatural, reflecting the beliefs,
thoughts and feelings influenced by Buddhism, Bhrams, and Hinduism.
The traditional beliefs had an impact on the undamental thoughts and beliefs
of students of music and dance and the participants. This blessing ceremony
reflected the inheritance of the older generation and dissemination to people
to maintain the country’s cultures.

Keywords: offerings, Khreung Kra ya Buad,
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