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Thesis title: Citizen Politics: A Case Study of Khlong Dan Community, Bang Bo District, Samut
Prakan Province

Researcher: Mrs. Sukanyapak Kukuntod; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and

Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr, Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor;

(2) Thapanat Prom-in, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2009

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the development of civil politics in
Khlong Dan Community, Bang Bo District, Samut Prakan Province; (2) the form of the civil politics
movement in Khlong Dan Community; and (3) problems and obstacles to the civil politics movement in
Khlong Dan Community.

This was a qualitative research. The sample, chosen through purposive sampling, consisted
of 3 movement leaders and 15 members of the Khlong Dan Community in Bang Bo District, Samut
Prakan Province. Data were collected using guided interviews and analyzed through content analysis.

The results showed that: (1) the development of civil politics in this case study arose from
people’s opposition to a proposed waste water treatment project. The primary cause was consciousness/love
of community, followed by lack of transparency in the waste water treatment project, concealing and
distortion of information, and untruths that were disseminated to the public. The factors that affected the
movement werc internal factors (the age of the community, the people’s way of life, the culture and
environment of the community) and external factors (conspiracy to commit acts of dishonesty by
national level politicians, benefits desired by private sector investors, and the suspicious use of
government funds). (2) The civil politics movement in the Khlong Dan Community took the form of a
grievance. (3) The obstacles to the development of civil politics were 1) lack of commitment by the
government to persecute wrongdoers; 2) use of force by the government or investors against people who
opposed the building of the waste water treatment plant; 3) lack of understanding and apathy on the part
of people who were not directly affected by the project; and 4) lack of political consciousness and lack

of funds to support the movement.

Keywords: Citizen politics, Khlong Dan Community, Khlong Dan Waste Water Treatment Plant

Project, Samut Prakan
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