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Thesis title: Political Communication through Social Activist Music: A Case Study of

the Caravan and Carabao Bands
Researcher: Miss Apakorn Rojanaburanont; Degree Master of Political Science (Politics and
Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Rosalin Siriyaphan, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Rungpong

Jayanama, Associate Professor; Academic year 2009

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the use of social activist music for
political communication.

This was a qualitative research based on a sample of 27 songs by Caravan and 134
songs by Carabao, released between 1973 and 2006, chosen through purposive sampling for their
political content, along with additional data from print media such as essays, books, textbooks,
theses, other academic papers and electronic media. The data were analyzed through
interpretation and content analysis and presented through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that social activist music can be used for political communication in
5 ways: (1) Indoctrination and political education, by raising awareness about love, unity, and
nationalism, promoting democracy, creating political legitimacy, promoting political education,
publicizing and fostering political beliefs. (2) Expression of public policy demands and inputing
for democratic rights and freedoms, calls for political peace, airing of grievances, use of symbols
to make demands, and pressuring the government. (3) Support of or opposition to government
policy, either at the step of policy making or policy implementation. (4) Expression of Thai
political ideals, with emphasis on opposition to foreign cultural influence, technological progress
and industrial society; expression of traditional values, ideas and ideals from Thai political
history. (5) Social communication to report on the social environment, build relationships

between different segments of society, pass down the social heritage and provide entertainment.

Keywords: Political communication, social activist music, Caravan, Carabao
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