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Thesis Title : The Roles and Status of the Wisdom of Thai Traditional Massage in
the Public Health Service: A Case Study of the Thai Traditional
Medicine Promotion Center at the Institute of Thai Traditional
Medicine Department for Development of Thai Traditional and
Alternative Medicine Ministry of Public Health ,Nonthaburi Province
Researcher : Mrs.Luxana Wongpratanporn ; Degree : Master of Arts (Thai Studies) ;
Thesis advisors : (1) Dr.Sudjit Janenoppakanjana , Assistant Professor (2) Dr.Chitra
Veeraburinon,Associate Professor ; (3) Dr.Jakkriss Bhumisawasdi ; Academic year :
2008

Abstract

The goals of this research were to study: (1) the history and the

process of Thai traditional wisdom massage, including the establishment of the
Traditional Medicine Promotion Center, of the government (2) the roles and

status of Thai traditional wisdom massage, and (3) the trend to develop the roles
and status of the Thai Traditional Medicine Promotion Center, Institute of Thai
Traditional Medicine Department for Development of Thai Traditional and
Alternative Medicine, Ministry of Public Health.

Studied sampler for both quantitative data and qualitative data were
338 customers, 19 service providers, including 4 managers from Thai Traditional
Medicine Promotion Center, and other departments of the Institute of Thai
Traditional Medicine. Research instruments were questionnaires and interviews.
Statistical analysis included percentage, means and standard deviation.

The results of the research revealed that: (1) the ancient way of Thai

traditional massage founded in the age of Sukhothai and had been growing most
in Ayutthaya’s era then decline later in the age of Thonburi region and King
Rama VI. However, the ancient way of Thai traditional massage was now
restored in the reign of King Rama IX. Thai traditional medicine promotion
offices were set up before 2002 and at the Ministry of Public Health in 2002 as
the model and center between the central and the provincial region. Thai
traditional massage emphasized the treatment and could be divided into two main
categories: a royal massage and a general massage; (2) not only customers’

behavior, attitude, belief, and reasons were positive at the high level, the
providers had strong potential, attitudes and beliefs in theory of the Thai
massage. The providers believed that the role and the status of Thai traditional
massage were from human capital rather than other social capital and
organization factors in policies and duties and capital investment to substantial
resources should be allocated properly. Additionally, laws and relevant
regulations should be created and enforced effectively. Moreover the government
must attempt to improve Thai massage to meet international standards.

Keywords :Roles and Status, Wisdom of Thai Traditional Massage, Public Health.
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