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Abstract

The objectives of the study were (1) to study the purchasing behavior of
organic fertilizers of rubber farmers in Chumporn province; (2) to examine marketing
mix factors of organic fertilizers based on the opinion of the rubber farmers in
Chumporn province; and (3) to investigate the relationship between marketing mix
factors and the purchasing behavior of organic fertilizers of rubber farmers in
Chumporn province.

The study was a survey research. The population was the rubber farmers
living in the rubber farm areas and buying organic fertilizers in Chumporn province.
The samples were 200 rubber farmers selected by using convenience sampling
method from four districts which planted the high volume of rubber respectively: Tha
Sae district, Pathew district, Sawee district and Muang Chumporn district and also
using Yamane’s formula at the statistically significant 0.05 level. The questionnaire
was used for data collection. The data was analyzed by using both descriptive
statistics: percentage, mean, and standard deviation and inferential statistical analysis:
chi-square.

The results showed that (1) most of the respondents were male, aged 31 -
40, primary education, income 15,000 -30,000 baht. They owned rubber planting
areas less than 20 acres. Bio-organic fertilizers were bought from fertilizer shops or
dealers near rubber planting areas. The respondents bought one or two tons of organic
fertilizers which costed 10,001 — 20,000 baht. They were bought twice a year and the
high demand was in May and July. The respondents made decision by themselves to
buy organic fertilizers because of the needs for improving soil structure, preventing
soil loss and also increasing productivity; (2) place, product, price, and promotion
factors were important respectively; and (3) place factor was related to the purchasing
behavior of organic fertilizers of rubber farmers in Chumporn province at the
statistically significant 0.05 level.

Keywords: Organic Fertilizer, Rubber Farmer, Chumporn Province
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