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Thesis title : The New System of Local Elections : Problems and Solutions
Researcher : Mr. Prinya Nakchudtree Degree : Master of Political Science (Politics and Government)
Thesis advisors : (1) Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Niyom

Rathamarit, Associate Professor; (3) Dr. Senee Comsook; Academic year: 2004

ABSTRACT

The New System of the Local Elections is resulted from the 1997 current Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand, which has the intention to reform the Thai politics both at a national and
a local level. The Election Commission has been established to take an action on controlling and
holding the local elections to proceed in an honest, free and fair manner.

The objectives of this research are as follows; (1) to study the New System of Local
Elections in accordance with the organic act on the elections of members of the local assemblies or
local administrators B.E. 2545, (2) to proceed the comparative study between the old system of
local elections and the new one, (3) to study problems and causes as well as difficulties of the New
System of Local Elections, and (4) to suggest solutions and flaws of New System of Local
Elections.

This is qualitative research proceeded by literature survey, participative observation and
non participative observation, in-dept interview, bram storming seminar from all electoral related
personnel.

The findings are as follows: (1) The recruitment of local election commissioners, voting~
site commissioners and vote-counting commissioners is done abruptly. Therefore, the recruitment
in some areas is lacking in efficiency and fair and some elected persons are unable to perform their
duties effectively. (2) The problem caused by the candidates is their severe competition. Some
exploit loop hole of the laws for personal benefits. This can lead to vote-buying. (3) The problem
caused by citizens is a lack of understanding in the local electoral law and some may consider
vote-buying a common an ordinary act.

The suggestions: The solutions for voters, candidates and election commissioners are to
emphasize on raising public awareness, preventing violation of law, instructing and standardizing

election operators into one direction, respectively.

Keywords: The New System of Local Elections Problems and Solutions
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