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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the background history of
jatukam Rammathep between 2530 — 2550 (Buddhist Era), (2) to study the belief
characteristics on Jatukam Rammathep and (3) to study the influence of Jatukam
Rammathep on the economy, society and culture of Nakorn Sri Thamanarat Province.

The samples of this qualitative research comprised 3 Buddhist manks, 2
Brahmans, 2 hiers of the police major general Khun Phan Tharak (the person who
created Jatukam Rammathep), 3 academics and 20 businessmen totaling 30 persons.
The method applied for this research was interview and observation and the
description analysis.

The conclusions of the research were (1) Before the creation of sacred
object, Jatukam Rammathep, was a deva, god, guardian spirit, king and governor of a
province Jatukam Rammathep was a sacred object created for the first time in the year
2530 and as a keppsake on an occasion of an establishment in the center of the city of
Nakorn Sri Thammamarat province during the period of 2543 — 2550 : (2) the beliefs
in Jatukam Rammathep were categorized as in the following: 1) Jatukam Rammathep
has mercy as a deity to mankind and was regarded as a god or deity who guarded over
the Buddha’s relics. 2) According to the sect of Buddhism, the creation of statues was
for people’s worship and prayer for blessing. 3) The ancient belief that people needed
to be trained for refining fear to sin. 4) Belief in respect for the prayer or vow. 35)
Belief that those who respected must possess moral and be good people. 6) Belief in
a holy ritual of Brahminism. 7) Belief in the sacred, miraculous supernatural power
and black magic talisman of the sacred object: (3) the effects of Jatukam Rammathep
on the economy were that it created new income and jobs. For the society, there were
the new groups of society such as the group of enchantment and statue traders. As for
family, there was harmany among the family members. For the community, there was
‘a community of Buddha image rental and trade in the area of Wat Prasrimahathat.
Concerning the Social status, there was a change in the social association, such as an
association for building the sacred objects was set up. In terms of culture, there was a
stronger stability in family in that the family members had more belief and faith in the
religion. At the educational institutions, the history and background of Jatukam
Rammathep had been taught in schools and this assisted in gaining more belief and
respect in the religion. For the economy of Nakorn Sri Thamamarat, there was more
employment and an increase in people’s income. The transportation hed also been
progressive and increased, which subsequently created more income. Moreover, for
transportation, there was an improvement on the design technology comprising
Buddha casting and printing.

Keywords: Development, Belief, Jatukam Rammathep
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