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Thesis title :  Factors That Affect Citizens’ Voting Choices in Local Elections: A Case Study
of the Paktho Sub-district Administrative Organization, Pak Tor District,
Ratchaburi Province
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(Politics and Government); Thesis Advisors: ( 1) Dr.Tapanat Prom-in, Associate Professor ;

(2) Dr.Pathan Suvanamongkol , Associate Professor ; (3) Dr.Praphon Jearakul, Associate

Professor ; Academic year: 2006

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to: (1) study personal factors that influenced citizens’
voting decisions in local elections; (2) study supplementary factors that influenced citizens’ voting
decisions in local elections; (3) compare the level of citizens’ voting decisions with the policies of
groups to which they belonged, qualities of the candidates, local political groups to which they
belonged, and other qualities; and (4) to study problems and obstacles to citizens’ voting decisions in
local elections.

This study was based on a sample of 390 citizens with voting rights living in the area of
jurisdiction of the Pak Tho Sub-district Administrative Organization, Pak Tho District, Ratchaburi
Province. Data were collected using questionnaires and analyzed using percentages, means, standard
deviation, t — test and F — test.

The results showed that: (1) In terms of personal factors, the majority of the sample was
female and had income of 5,001-10,000 baht a month. The largest number were aged 31-40, were
educated to the level of middle school and were farmers. (2) For supplementary factors, the sample on
average had a medium level of awareness of news about the local election and a medium level of
knowledge about the local election. (3) Citizens’ voting local decisions affected their overall voting
decisions to a high degree (4) The main problems and obstacles were the qualities of the candidates, Le.
low educational qualifications. (5) Tests of the hypotheses showed that age, educational level, monthly
income, and profession were related to citizen’s voting choices in the local election to a statistically
significant degree of 0.05. Sex, awareness of news about the local election and knowledge of the local

election were not related to citizen’s voting choices-in the local election.

Key words: factors, voting choices in local elections, Pak Tho Sub-district Administrative Organization
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