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Thesis title: The Readiness of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations for Health Decentralization

in Uthai Thani Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this cross-sectional descriptive study were: (1) to compare the readiness for health
decentralization with regard to administration, human resources, budget, public participation, and support of
Subdistrict Administrative Organizations (SAOs) and other agencies involved; (2) to assess the readiness for health
decentralization with regard to administration, human resources, budget, public participation, and support of
subdistrict health center chiefs; and (3) to compare the overa!l health decentralization readiness of SAOs in Uthai
Thani province.

Data were collected using the questionnaire from all SAO chief executives, all SAO council chairpersons,
all SAO chief administrators, all subdistrict health center chiefs, and randomly selected SAO councilors, totally
numbering 443 (394 from SAOs and 49 from health centers). Data analysis was conducted to determine frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, one way analysis of variance (ANOVA), and Least-Significant Different (LSD)

The results showed that, according to SAO officials’ opinions, the overall readiness for health
decentralization of SAOs in Uthai Thani province was at a very good level; the “good” readiness level was found in
the aspects of administration, human resources, and public participation; whereas the “moderate” level of readiness
was found for budget and general support from decentralization-related agencies. According to health center chiefs’
opinions, the readiness of SAOs in all aspects was at a moderate level. The readiness in each aspect of health
decentralization was signiﬁcantly different at 0.05 level. Their opinions about the readiness in terms of human
resources, budget, and general support from health-related agencies were not different, except for readiness in
administration and public participation which was significantly different at 0.05 level. The SAO chief executives’
opinions on administrative readiness were different from those of SAQ council chairpersons and SAO councilors (p
= 0.05), but the SAO chief administrators’ opinions on public participation were significantly different from those
of SAO council chairpersons and SAO councilors (p = 0.05).

It is recommended that the personne! should be prepared for health décentralization, especially for SAO
executives and officials at all levels, health officials and members of the public; and the budget and mission transfer

for health decentralization readiness should also be prepared.

Keywords: Readiness, subdistrict administrative organizations, health decentralization
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