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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to develop a self-learning center model on sufficiency economy for
primary school students; and (2) to evaluate quality of the developed self-learning center model on sufficiency
economy for primary school students.

The research process comprised two phases. The first phase was the development of the self-learning
center model starting with documentary study to obtain the body of knowledge on self-learning center and
sufficiency economy. After that, the researchers used questionnaires and interviews to collect data for needs
assessment of teachers and primary school students. The research sample consisted of 390 teachers and 450
students, making 840 people in total from primary schools in Nonthaburi Primary Education Service Areas,
obtained by stratified random sampling. The research data obtained from documentary study and field study were
then utilized to develop the conceptual framework for the self-learning center. After that, a focus group
discussion involving 20 specialists was organized to consider and discuss the conceptual framework for the self-
learning center. Consequently, a self-learning center model was developed, and was then submitted to 3 experts
for evaluation and verification. The employed research instruments in this phase were questionnaires and
structured interviews for needs assessment of teachers and primary school students, a focus group discussion
form, and a prototype of self-learning center model on Sufficiency Economy. The second phase was the
evaluation of the developed self-learning center model. In this phase, the researchers established a self-learning
center at Wat Phasuk Maneechak School and then invited 48 Prathom Suksa IV — VI students in the school,
obtained by cluster sampling, to learn eight sets of self-learning packages on sufficiency economy and receive
services available in the center. They were pre-tested prior to learning and post-tested at the end of their
learning. Also, their satisfaction with the self-learning center was assessed after learning. Research data were
analyzed using the percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, and content analysis.

The research findings were as follows:

1. The developed self-learning center model on sufficiency economy composed of the following: (1) its
components which included its philosophy, vision, policy, mission, objectives, functions and roles, goals,
administrative structure, learning center personnel, learning methods and process in the learning center, organizing
of learning environment in the learning center, learning management, monitoring and evaluation, operational place
and facilities, and budget; and (2) the operational process of the developed self-learning center comprised eight
steps, namely the first step: determination of ideology, the second step: determination of administration, the third
step: analysis and determination of contents and experiences, the fourth step: media production and determination of
learning activities, the fifth step: organizing of environmental condition in the learning center, the sixth step:

learning management in the learning center, the seventh step: conducting of learning in the learning center, and the

7 10 2R 1 (.. - 1.8.) 2560 | 59
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eighth step: monitoring and evaluation of learning. Quality of the developed self-learning center was later evaluated
by the experts as being at the good level.

2. The students learning from all of the eight learning packages on sufficiency economy in the self-
learning center had their post-learning achievement significantly higher than their pre-learning counterpart
achievement at the .05 level. Also, the students’ overall satisfaction with the self-learning center was at the high
level.

Keywords: Self-learning center, Sufficiency economy, Primary education
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