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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to develop a distance training package for social studies
teachers on Development of Learning Concepts in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area based
on the 80/80 efficiency criterion; (2) to compare the pre-training and post-training achievements of trainees and
(3) to study the satisfaction of trainees with the distance training package. The research sample comprised two
groups. The first group was the research sample for preliminary try-out, consisted of 39 social studies teachers
teaching in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area. The second group was the research sample
for experimentation in the real situation, consisted of 24 teachers from schools in Chiang Rai Education Service
Areas. The instruments were (1) a distance training package for social studies teachers on Development of
Learning Concepts in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area; (2) a learning achievement test to
assess knowledge and understanding of social studies teachers and (3) a questionnaire on satisfaction of social
studies teachers with the distance training package. Data were analyzed using the E /E, efficiency index, t-test,
mean, standard deviation, and content analysis. Research findings showed that: (1)the distance training package
for social studies teachers on Development of Learning Concepts in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture
Learning Area were efficient based on the pre-determined 80/80 efficiency criterion; ( 2) the post-training
achievement of the trainees was significantly higher than their pre-training counterpart achievement at the .05
level of statistical significance; and (3) the satisfaction of trainees with the contents presented in the training
package was at the highest level; the satisfaction with the study guide of the training package was at the high
level; and the satisfaction with the format of the distance training package was at the highest level.

Keywords: Distance training package, Development of Learning Concepts in the Social Studies,

Religion and Culture Learning Area, Social studies teacher
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