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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to synthesize the third-round of external quality assessment (2011-
2015) for vocational education institutions as classified by the quality accreditation level, standardized
assessment under the Ministerial Regulations, and individual indicator; and to propose recommendations for
vocational institutions quality enhancement. The research was conducted by analyzing and synthesizing the
average scores of the external quality assessment results in the third round of vocational education institutions,
and synthesizing suggestions for the development from the third-round of external quality assessment reports of
782 institutions; and conducting a focus group discussion with 17 stakeholders to receive comments and
suggestions for quality enhancement. The research instruments used were a field note, and group discussion
issues. The data were analyzed by the percentage, mean, standard deviation and content analysis.

The research results were as follows:

1.All of the 782 vocational institutions assessed in the third-round (2011-2015) could be categorized by
the quality accreditation level as follows: 75 institutions (9.59%) certified as excellent, 602 institutions (76.98%)
certified as good, 75 institutions (9.59% ) certified as fair, 21 institutions (2.69% ) certified as improvement
required, and 9 institutions (1.15%) certified as urgent improvement required. Regarding the overall educational
accreditation, 621 institutions (79.41%) were accredited, and 161 institutions (20.59%) were unaccredited. Based
on standardized assessment under the Ministerial Regulations, all of the 4 standards received the high rate of
assessment that can be ranged from the highest to the lowest as follows: The fourth standard- the standard of
internal quality assurance scored 4.29, the second standard-educational administration scored 4. 18, the third
standard- student-centered classroom management scored 4.05, and the fourth standard- results of educational
management scored 3.75. Regarding individual indicator, it was found that the fourth indicator- utilization of

students’ projects or inventions was rated as improvement required (2.45) which was the lowest, the fifth
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indicator- utilization of teachers’ innovations, creative works, or research, and the second indicator- students’
knowledge and skills necessary to work were rated as fair (2.57, 3.19 respectively), while the other indicators
were rated as good.

2. For vocational institution quality enhancement, it is recommended that vocational institutions should take into
account the Ministerial Regulations, namely results of educational management, educational administration,
student-centered classroom management, and internal quality assurance. Also suggestions for the implementation
are presented for both the organizational and institutional levels.

Keywords: The third-round External Quality Assessment, Synthesizing assessment results, Vocational education
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