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Independent Study title: The Roles and Political Participation of Islamic Leaders: A Case Study of
Muang Krabi District, Krabi Province
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Independent Study advisor: Dr. Kajornsak Sitti, Assistant Professor; Academic year: 2020

Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the political socialization process of Islamic
leaders in Muang Krabi District, Krabi Province, and (2) to study the roles and political participation of Islamic
leaders in Muang Krabi District, Krabi Province.

Both quantitative and qualitative research were conducted in this study, in which there were two
sample groups. The quantitative sample group of 200 Islamic leaders, consisting of Imams, Koteb, Bilan, the
Islamic Committee, and Mullahs from various mosques in Muang Krabi District, Krabi Province.
Questionnaires were used as a research tool to obtain data. The data was analyzed by percentage, average, and
standard deviation. In addition, qualitative sample group of 15 Islamic leaders and related people were
interviewed using in-depth interviews and descriptive analysis.

The results showed that the roles and political participation in democratic governance, especially
in the aspect of electoral rights, political party activities of Islamic leaders and monitoring public issues were
high in all aspects. There were many channels of political perception of Islamic leaders, such as the social
media, satellite television and face-to-face group discussions (five to six times per week). Moreover, the
research found that the roles and political participation of Islamic leaders included participating in political
activities, being a member of a political party and participating in political party activities. Those activities were
not considered to be against religious principles because Islam did not clearly distinguish between politics and
religion. The main patterns of Islamic leaders' political socialization process were following: (1) An
Islamic religious and ethical training center at the mosque, where Muslim children and youth aged 615
were taught for at least 5 hours per week. (2) Monthly meeting of the Islamic Leaders' Club in Mueang
Krabi District was held every 10" day of the month. (3) The Maulid Festival in Krabi has been organized
every year since 1980 to the present for more than 40 years. (4) The Islamic Committee of Krabi
disseminated ideas via a radio station that broadcasted 24 hours a day, creating a political socialization

process through an important communication mechanism.

Keywords: Roles and Participation of Islamic Leaders, Muang Krabi District, Politics and Religion
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