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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to investigate the causes of the village
headman's influence on the election of members of the House of Representatives in Na Chaluai
District, Ubon Ratchathani Province; (2) to study on using the influence of the village headman
on the election of members of the House of Representatives in Na Chaluai District,
Ubon Ratchathani Province; and (3) to propose the solution on using the influence of the village
headman on the election of members of the House of Representatives in Na Chaluai District,

Ubon Ratchathani Province.

This research was a qualitative research. There were 14 purposive samples which
consisted of 6 village headmen in Na Chaluai District, 6 people in Na Chaluai District and
2 members of the House of Representatives in Na Chaluai District. The research instruments

were literature review and interview. Then, the data was analyzed by descriptive analysis.

The study found that (1) the main causes of the village headman's influence on the
election of members of the House of Representatives in Na Chaluai District, Ubon Ratchathani
Province were confidence, faith, considerate and fondness for the headman resulting in
traditional replacement of merit. Thus, the kinship system and the patronage system were very
important. (2) The using of influence of the village headman in the election of members of the
House of Representatives in Na Chaluai, District Ubon Ratchathani Province appeared as any
act that was favorable to the public, using of reference power, using of the kinship and patronage
system. (3) The solutions to using the influence of the village headman on the election of
members of the House of Representatives in Na Chaluai District, Ubon Ratchathani Province
are following. The superiors must use the village headman as a mechanism to guide the people
to ensure that the members of the House of Representatives meet their true intentions
in accordance with the democracy. Roles of the village headman should be included
in promoting political parties to be political institutions and creating a political culture

for sustainable democratic development.

Keywords: Influence, Village Headman, Election of Members of the House of Representatives, Na
Chaluai
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