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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the building of a power base
of local politicians of the Sukitpaneenit family: a case study of Prachuap Khiri Khan
Province; and (2) to study the maintaining a power base of local politicians of the
Sukitpaneenit family: a case study of Prachuap Khiri Khan Province.

The studywas a qualitative research. There were 15 purposive samples (6
groups) which consisted of 1 national politician in local area, 5 local politicians, 3 local
leaders, 3 community chairmen and 3 related people. The research instruments were
interviews and descriptive data analysis.

This research found that (1) there were 5 methods for building the political
power base as follows: 1) Kinship system, 2) Political group - selection of local executive
teams and local council members from all constituencies, 3) Finance — the Sukitpaneenit
family having a good economic status, 4) Knowledge and competence - successful create
budget to develop in the area and 5) Building of a political vote base - visiting the area
to work with the community regularly. Moreover, there were 5 methods for maintain the
political power base as follows: 1) Supporting from the Baramee family, 2) Politics through
laws, 3) Participating in activities with the local people consisting of participating in
conserving the local culture and traditions as always, 4) Implementing successful policies
or outstanding achievements in the past, and 5) Creating prosperity for the locality

consisting of development in community economic, agriculture and tourism.

Keywords: Building a Power Base, Maintaining a Power Base, Local Politicians,

The Sukitpaneenit Family and Prachuap Khiri Khan Province
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