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Independent Study title: Political Dynamics of Civic Engagement with Regard to Environment in
Phra Prong River Conservation Network
Author: Miss Kawinthida Khamhaengphol; ID: 2608000747; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Independent Study advisor: Dr.Thanasak Saijampa, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2020

Abstract

The objectives of this study are: 1) to study the environment-focused social dynamics
contributing to the development of grassroots democracy; and 2)to study the process of public
participation in the management of natural resources and environment of the Phra Prong River
Conservation Network’s community through the exercise of legal rights of citizens, were studied.

The qualitative research methods, documentary research and in-depth interviews, were
used in this study. The interviews were performed with a group of 21 key informants including: the
representatives of the Phra Prong River Conservation Network, the residents of 9 sub
districts under Kabinburi District, relevant government agencies and the representatives from the
industrial sector. Obtained data were then processed through descriptive analysis.

The study found that: 1) The environment-focused social dynamics, which contributed to
the development of grassroots democracy, emerged from the need of solving the problems that affect
people’s way of life in the community. This induced collecting and analysis of the problems,
awakening and acquisition of knowledge, and demand of the troubleshooting from the government,
which led to the social movements and development of thought; from people to become citizens. These
dynamics were based on social responsibility and mutual respect, and were applied for the purpose of
preservation of the community’s natural resources and environment. 2) Through the exercise of legal
rights of citizens, the process of public participation in the management of natural resources and
environment of the Phra Prong River Conservation Network’s community was in compliance with the
Constitution. The community obtained knowledge through practice, role division and joint planning,
which led to community empowerment and bargaining power over the government and investment
funds. Furthermore, the industrial sector also participated and played an important role in the
management of environmental problems while the government sector cooperated between the industrial

firms and the community.

Keywords: Dynamics, People's Politics, Network, Phra Prong River
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