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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the history of measures to control
alien workers in Thailand; 2) to study the present substance, principles, steps, and practices for
issuing work permits for aliens; 3) to study and analyze problems arising from the lack of clarity
in laws related to auothorizing aliens to work in the Kingdom; 4) to compare Thailand’s alien
labor laws with those of other countries; and 5) to recommend an approach to revising the principles
for issuing work permits for aliens.

This was a documentary research based on analysis of related theses, research
reports, statistics, essays and laws from Thailand and other countries.

The results showed that as yet no ministerial regulations have been issued under
Clause 7 of the Working of Aliens Act, B.E. 2551 (C.E. 2008) regarding principles for the
issuance of work permits, so that in practice registrars must follow the 2009 rules on
consideration of authorizing work by aliens of the Department of Employment. These rules do not
have clear enough explanations and definitions of terms, which makes it difficult for all registrars
to follow the same standards when using their discretion to consider applications for work permits
for aliens. There is also a lack of credibility regarding the documentation required from work
permit applicants. Registrars may be uncertain whether or not the work position or type of work
in question falls into the category of authorized work for aliens. The author therefore makes the
following recommendations: 1) the principles for considering work permits for aliens should be
revised; and 2) the limitation on the number of alien work permits to be issued should be revoked.
The revised principles should provide sufficient explanations of the law so that all registrars may
follow the same standards in considering work permit applications.

Keywords: alien labor, foreign labor, alien labor law, alien worker, work permit principles
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