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Thesis title: The Political Roles of the Sugarcane Planters Association for Zone 7 under the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550

Researcher: Mr. Wannarat Pangnhu; ID: 2508000417; Degree: Master of Political Science

(Politics and Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Rungpong Jayanama, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Pisan Mukdaratsami; Academic year: 2010

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the political role of the Sugarcane
Planters Association for Zone 7; and (2) the problems and obstacles faced by the Sugarcane
Planters Association for Zone 7 in fulfilling its political role under the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550.

This was a qualitative research based on a study of related documents combined with
observations, discussions and interviews with a sample population of 19 people chosen through
purposive sampling, consisting of leaders and members of the Association and related
government officials. Data were collected using structured interview forms.

The results showed that (1) the political role of the Sugarcane Planters Association
for Zone 7 was to use the association’s power and influence to lobby for its desired policies,
working through political and government leaders, political parties, legislative institutions, and
the mass media. (2) The problems faced by the Sugarcane Planters Association for Zone 7 in
fulfilling its political role were both internal and external problems. The internal problems
consisted of a lack of participation by the majority of the association’s members in sharing their
opinions on the association’s activities and the tendency of the association’s leader to single-
handedly steer the association’s political agenda. The external problem was interference from

government officials and politicians who wanted to control the association’s political role.

Keywords: Political role, Sugarcane Planters Association for Zone 7, The Constitution of the

Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550
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