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ABSTRACT

Education in the Royal Thai Navy is an important mission, no less than
development of arms and ammunitions. Education is used as a means to develop the
Navy’s staff so that thay will have the necessary knowledge and skills which could assist
them to perform their duties with utmost proficiency for the Navy and the country.

In the teaching and learning environments in the Royal Thai Navy, one important
factor for assisting instructors to effectively teach subject contents and provide
desirable experience to learners is teaching aids. Nowadays, even though the Navy has
the Naval Education Department to administer educational activities, but teaching aids
services have not been as comprehensive as they should be. Thus the research for
developing the prototype of the Educational Technology and Communications Center
suitable and in compliance with the current requirements for teaching aids was
conducted.

The objective of this research was to propose a project for establishing the

Educational Technology and Communications Center, Naval Education Department.



The population used for the study was divided into 4 groups: Group 1: 10
educational institution administrators; Group 2: 271 military instructors; Group 3: 75
educational aids officials. The samples for these 3 groups were obtained from the
educational institutions under the supervision of the Naval Education Department and
from whom data were collected by means of close-ended and open-ended
questionnaires. For Group 4: 25 educational technology and

N

communications experts took part in the study using the Delphi technique. The
statistical data collected were analyzed and calculated using appropriate formula to
obtain index of consistency, percentage, means, standard deviation, median and
interquartile range. The computer programs used as a tool to calculate statistical values
were SPSS and Lotus.

The outcome of the research on the proposed project for establishing the
Educational Technology and Communications Center, Naval Education Department can

be summarized as follows: for the physical structure, the building is to be rectangular

in shape with the size of 20 X 40 meters, each floor with utilization space of 800 square
meters, totalling 2,400. On services, the Educational Technology and Communications
Center is established to deal with rising demand for audio-visual materials. A library is
included as part of the Center. Once in operation, it will produce, collect and provide
suitable teaching aids as required by the Navy personnel. In addition, the Center is
responsible for imparting educational technology and communications knowledge and
other appropriate information. It also provides training to the Navy personnel so that thay
will have the necessary knowledge and skills required for producing, using and
selecting teaching aids deemed suitable for teaching purpose as well as for research
activities. Organizationally, the Center consists of (1) the Administrative Section which is
divided into two units namely the General Administrative, and the Finance, Accounting
and Aids Budgets; (2) Technical Section; (3) Media Production Section which is
divided into 4 units namely the Graphics Media Production, the Audio-tape and
Video-tape Media Production, the Still Pictures Media Production, and the Computer

Media Production; (4) Maintenance Section; (5) Media Services Section; and (6)



Educational Aids Section. A number of 81 staff members are required to work in the
Center. The overall budget needed for establishing the Center is 75,227,112 baht and
divided into the investment budget amounting to 67,463,792 baht and the operation
budget amounting to 7,763,320 baht. The break-even period is 2 years and 3 months.

The rate of return on investment is 43.75 percent.

Key Words: Educational Technology and Communications Center, Naval Education

Department
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