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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to determine the extent that teachers were able to
utilize community resources in teaching social studies in the lower secondary schools under the
Department of General Education, Khon Kaen Province. The research also probed into problems
and recommendations of such utilization as revealed by 176 secondary school teachers.

It was found and categorized that the most often used personnel resources were monks
and nuns while the most frequently visited learning facilities were the libraries, both public and
private. As for printed materials, most teachers made use of printed matters on history, tradition
and beliefs, particularly about the beliefs and practices in 12 months of the Northeasterners of
Thailand as well as their "friendship binding ceremony". On the contrary, ancient remains,
ancient ruins, and superstitious beliefs were less utilized.

In the most sucessful learning activities, students were assigned to participate in the
local events in small groups. Each group was assigned certain jobs and responsibilities. At the end

students wrote reports and presented them to the class.



There were a number of problems in the whole process. These included : inadequate
planning for field trips, not knowing who local experts were, difficulties in contacting and
inviting them, guest speakers did not speak on the topic asked for, lack of budget and support
from the administration, inconveniences in surveying the target places because of distances and
geographical difficulties, lack of ideal models for interview as well as facilities.

As for the subjects' opinions, most of the teachers agreed that students would certainly

gain in both content and experience from learning by using local resources.

Key words : The Utilization of Community Rescurces in Social studies Instruction.
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