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Thesis title: Business Interest Groups and Political Parties in the Thai Political System:

A Case Study of Thai Rak That Party
Researcher: Mr. Sombat Patra-Ampuch; TD: 2488000379; Degree: Master of Political Science
(Politics and Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Rosalin Siriyaphan, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Scnee Comsook, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2010
Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the development of business interest
groups within the Thai Rak Thai Party; (2) the political rote of business interest groups within the
Thai Rak Thai Party; and (3) the impact of business interest groups within the Thai Rak Thai Party.

The research methodology of this study was a qualitative approach, using the
historical mcthod of studying from prirnary and secondary documents as well as interviews with a
sample population of 6 former members of parliament and former administrators of the Thai Rak
Thai Party. The data were analyzed descriptively.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) the business intcrest groups in the Thai
Rak Thai Party arose from the accumulation of capital and the political role of business people of
Chinese heritage, comprising large businesses, medium-sized businesses and small businesses.
The political, economic and social environment both within Thailand and externally promoted a
wider political role for these interest groups. (2) Members of the business interests groups played
political roles by joining in the establishment of the Thai Rak Thai Party, holding administrative
positions in the Thai Rak Thai Party, setting the party’s policies, donating money to the party,
setting up the national government in 2001 and 2005, working as central government lcvel
administrators, pushing for legislation and putting the party’s policies into practice. (3) The
impacts of the business interest groups within the Thai Rak Thai Party included their domination
of the party’s management by holding important government positions, their work to protect the
groups’ interests, and their being accused of corruption. The impzlact that affected Thai Rak Thai
Party directly was their inability to develop the Thai Rak Thai Party into a political institution. The
party members were pressured by the media, political groups not represented in parliament; and
the patron-client system still exists in the Thai political system.

Keywords: Business interest groups, political party, Thai political system, Thai Rak Thai Party
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