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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to study the causes of low academic
achievement in students; and (2) to help students to attain higher academic
achievement.

The research sample consisted of eight purposively selected Mathayom
Suksa V1 students with low academic achievement, as shown by their GPASs being
lower than 1.30, who were studying in the second semester of the 2010 academic year
at Kantharalak Wittaya School, Si Sa Ket Province. The employed data collecting
instruments/methods were the following: (1) a questionnaire on personal data of the
student, (2) the student’s autobiography, (3) the student’s diary, (4) interviews with
concerned teachers, (5) interviews with students, (6) a questionnaire on study habits,
(7) a learning behavior observation and record form, (8) a kinetic house-tree-person
test, (9) home visits and a home visit recording form, (10) a questionnaire to gather
the facts from the student’s parents, (11) a sociometry form, (12) a “Who is...?”
questionnaire, and (13) a questionnaire on learning atmosphere. Data collection took
four months to complete. Data were analyzed using the percentage and content
analysis.

The research findings were that (1) factors from the students themselves
that were the causes of low academic achievement were the following: the lack of
interest in learning, the lack of enthusiasm in learning, the lack of responsibility, no
submission of assignments, being frequently absent from the class, lack of
understanding on the lesson, not asking questions on the lesson, talking with peers
during the lesson, lack of attention, lack of lesson reviews, being not prepared in
advance for the lesson, and lack of concentration; furthermore, the students’ parents
did not pay attention to their learning; in addition, the learning atmosphere created by
the teacher and the large numbers of students in each class caused students to pay
little attention to their lesson which resulted in low learning achievement of students;
and (2) after receiving helps, their personal behaviors that were the causes of the
problems decreased; the students understood their roles and duties more; they
attended the class regularly; they were more responsible in their study; these case
studies were able to help the students to improve their learning behaviors resulting in
the increase of their learning achievement.

Keywords: Case Study; Student with low academic achievement
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