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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this survey study were: (1) to identify the factors related
to the operators, management process, resource support, and community participation
in the implementation of healthy child care centers; (2) to find out the relationship
between the aforementioned factors and the success in healthy child care center
implementation; and (3) to identify the problems encountered in and suggestions for
healthy child care center implementation.

The study sample was the operators of 358 healthy child care centers with
three levels of performance (very good, good and basic), selected by the stratified
multistage random sampling method, in 12 provinces where Public Health Ministry’s
regional health promotion centers are located. The data collection instrument was a
questionnaire with the reliability level of 0.95. Of all 310 or 86.6% of sent
questionnaires by mail were returned. The statistics used in data analyses were
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and chi-square.

The research findings showed that: (1) most of respondents were female
with an average age of 35.74 years; 51% were bachelor’s degree holders; they had an
average of 6.36 years’ experience in working in child care centers; their receipt of
knowledge and work motivation was at the high to highest levels, while the
management process, resource support, and community participation were at the
moderate to high levels; (2) concerning operators’ personal factors, the age and
receipt of knowledge and motivation were significantly associated with the successful
implementation of the healthy child care centers, at .05 level, whereas the factors
related to process management, resource support, and community participation were
also significantly associated with the successful operation at .001 level; and (3) the
problems and obstacles encountered were mostly related to lack of knowledge,
inadequate budget, and lack of community participation. It is thus recommended that
efforts should be made to enhance personnel capacity, coordinate with community
networks, and encourage local administrative organizations to invest for children.

Keywords: Success factors, Healthy child care center, Management process,
Resource support, Community participation
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