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Thesis title: Evaluating the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area of the
Basic Education Curriculum, B.E. 2551 as Implemented at Tessaban 4
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Abstract

This study aimed to (1) assess current conditions of curriculum
implementation, and problems and obstacles related to development of curriculum
implementation; (2) examine strategies for curriculum development in the Social
Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area; and (3) evaluate the progress of
curriculum development and improvement in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture
Learning Area.

Research informants for this study comprised three school administrators,
eight teachers teaching in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area, and
two basic education school board members. Research data were collected via the use
of a questionnaire, focus group discussion, brainstorming, and empowerment
evaluation process technique. The collected data were analyzed using content
analysis, frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

Conclusions obtained from research findings were as follows: (1) the
development of curriculum implementation of the school in the dimensions of
objectives, structure, contents, teachers, instructional media, budget, school buildings,
and measurement and evaluation were appropriate at the high level; (2) the school
envisioned its curriculum in the Social Studies, Religion and Culture Learning Area
as “Self-Development toward Joining the ASEAN Community” by which there were
six main activities needed to be developed, namely, (a) organizing instructional
activities, (b) organizing shared learning experiences within the learning area, (c)
organizing training sessions to develop awareness on ASEAN, (d) organizing shared
learning experiences for teachers, (e) improvement of curriculum contents to include
contents on ASEAN countries, and (f) development and enhancement of students’
information retrieval skills; all of these activities were expected to lead to the creation
of strategies for curriculum development in the future; and (3) regarding the progress
of curriculum development and improvement, it was found that one activity had been
organized, namely, the academic exhibition for enhancing creative power toward
ASEAN; as a result, those who joined in the activity were highly satisfied with it;
meanwhile, other strategies had already been included in the school plan.

Keywords: Empowerment evaluation, Curriculum evaluation
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