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Abstract

The objectives of this research were as follows: (1) to develop the strategy of
developing research capacity building for the Accounting Department’s research team of
Rajamangala University of Technology Lanna Chiang Mai; (2) to evaluate the success of
developing research capacity building for the Accounting Department’s research team of
Rajamangala University of Technology Lanna Chiang Mai; and (3) to synthesize the
guidelines for developing research capacity building for the university faculty members.

The development target group comprised 7 instructors forming the Accounting
Department’s research team. The employed evaluation process was an application of the
three steps of empowerment evaluation, namely, determining functions, taking stock, and
planning for the future. Research instruments included a meeting record form, a training
evaluation form, and a self-evaluation form on research knowledge and confidence.

The research findings were summarized as follows: (1) The strategy for
developing research capacity building for the Accounting Department’s research team
included 6 activities: promoting the creation of research projects in the Accounting
Department; promoting research learning atmosphere in the Accounting Department;
promoting research capacity building development by organizing systematic, clear and
concrete research workshops; promoting the research team to continuously participate in
research workshops from both the internal and outside agencies; supporting the integration
between classroom teaching and research, and supporting the establishment of research area
as a strategic area of the Accounting Department. (2) Developing research capacity building
for the research team was undertaken based on the above strategy in the following 5 training
programs: First Program: Training Activities on Research Project Writing for Research Fund
Application; Second Program: Training Activities on the Uses of Research Tools; Third
Program: Training Activities on Research Synthesis for Uses in Article Writing for
Publication; Fourth Program: Research Library Activities; and Fifth Program: Training
Activities on Conducting Community Research. After the activities were implemented, the
results of evaluation of the success of research capacity building development showed that the
research team was equipped with knowledge on conducting research and was highly
confident on conducting research; also, the number of research projects of the Accounting
Department was increased. (3) The synthesized guidelines for developing research capacity
building for university faculty members consisted of the following steps: 1) assessment of
context and problems concerning prior research productivity; 2) establishment of the
organization’s mission and future success images; 3) determination of continuous
development activities with clear goals that are in line with the research team’s needs; 4)
establishment of clear performance indicators and evaluation criteria; and 5) implementation
of activities based on the mission, with emphasis on collaboration, knowledge sharing, and
continuous assessments leading to continuous improvement.

Keywords: Research capacity building for research team, Empowerment evaluation
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