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Abstract

The objective of this study was to study the needs for using social media in
instruction of instructors and students of Institute of Physical Education, Krabi
Campus.

The research population comprised 49 instructors, and the research sample
consisted of 286 students of the Institute of Physical Education, Krabi Campus, during
the first semester of the 2016 academic year, obtained by cluster sampling. The
employed research instrument was a questionnaire on the needs for using social
media. Statistics used for data analysis were the percentage, mean, and standard
deviation.

The findings showed that the overall needs of the instructors and students
were at the high level. When specific aspects of the needs were considered, it was
found that the need in every aspect was at the high level, with the item receiving the
highest rating mean for each aspect being as follows: (1) in the aspect of the goal for
using the social media in instruction, the instructors had the goal of using the social
media to support learning and to develop the social media usage, while the students
had the goal of social media usage development; (2) in the aspect of types of social
media being used in instruction, the instructors and students used Facebook for
communication and sharing of knowledge; (3) in the aspect of characteristics of using
the social media in instruction, the instructors used social media to enable them to
manage their instruction, while the students used social media to enable them to have
additional learning outside the classroom; and (4) in the aspect of the need for getting
supports from the school for using social media in instruction, the instructors had the
need for the advices and services from the social media service center, while the
students had the needs for the supports from the school, instructors and surrounding
people.

Keywords: Needs, Social media, Instruction, Institute of Physical Education, Krabi
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