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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to study the level of self-esteem of
elderly people in Ubon Ratchathani province; (2) to study the relationships of career
success, respectability, and self-esteem of the elderly people; (3) to investigate the
combined predicting power of using the factors of career success and respectability
for prediction of self-esteem of the elderly people; and (4) to compare the levels of
self-esteem of the elderly people as classified by demographic data.

The research sample consisted of 385 elderly people residing in Ubon
Ratchathani province, obtained by multi-stage sampling technique. The employed
research instrument was a questionnaire on career success, respectfulness, and self-
esteem of elderly people, which was verified on its content validity by experts and
had reliability coefficients of .94, .81 and .80, respectively. Statistics employed for
data analysis were the percentage, mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s product
moment correlation coefficient, multiple regression analysis, and t-test.

Research findings were as follows: (1) self-esteem of elderly people
residing in Ubon Ratchathani province was at the high level; (2) career success and
respectability correlated positively at the moderate level with self-esteem of the
elderly people (r = .60 and r = .67, respectively), which were significant at the .01
level; (3) career success and respectability could be combined to predict self-esteem
of the elderly people by 52.8 per cent; the regression equation in the form of standard
score was as follows: Zseir csicem = -488Respect + -334carcer; and (4) the elderly people
with different ages, educational levels, and careers differed significantly in their levels
of self-esteem at the .05 level; while those with different genders, statuses, and types
of residence did not significantly differ in their levels of self-esteem.

Keywords: Career success, Respectability, Self-esteem, Elderly people
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