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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the state of participation
of community leaders; (2) to study opinions and recommendations of those who were
involved in organizing non-formal and informal education activities for clients; and
(3) to propose guidelines for promoting community leader’s participation in
organizing non-formal and informal education activities for clients in Ao Luek
district, Krabi province.

The research sample totaling 581 persons consisted of 191community
leaders, 11 district non-formal education teachers, and randomly selected 379 non-
formal education clients in Ao Luek district, Krabi province. The employed research
instrument was a questionnaire on opinions concerning guidelines for promoting
community leader’s participation in organizing non-formal and informal education
activities for clients in Ao Luek district, Krabi province. Research data were analyzed
using the percentage, mean, standard deviation, and content analysis. In addition, a
focus group discussion was organized to seek guidelines for promoting community
leader’s participation.

Research findings revealed that (1) regarding the state of community
leader’s participation, it was found that community leaders participated at the low
level in the aspects of decision making, benefits sharing, and evaluation; while they
participated at the moderate level in the operation aspect; (2) as for opinions and
recommendations of those who were involved in organizing the activities, it was
found that the community leaders lacked knowledge and understanding on the work
of non-formal and informal education, and lacked the power to make decisions on
participation in planning for organizing the activities; and (3) the guidelines for
promoting community leader’s participation in organizing the activities were the
following: the community leaders should be provided with the knowledge on
organizing non-formal and informal education activities; also, documents on policies
and operational plans of non-formal and informal education activities should be made
available to community leaders in order to promote their participation in preparation
of the action plans.

Keywords: Participation, Community leader, Non-formal and informal Education,
Activities, Client
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