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Thesis title: Political Participation of Thammasat University Students: A Case Study
on Political Participation Process through the Political Discourse in the
Period of 2548-2553 B.E.
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to study political participation of
Thammasat University students, (2) to survey opinions of Thammasat University
students towards the political discourse in the period of 2548-2553 B.E., and (3) to
determine the factors relating to political participation of Thammasat University
students.

This was both a quantitative and a qualitative research. The population was
25,621 undergraduate students from Thammasat University studying at Tha Prachan,
Rangsit, and Lampang Campus in 2010. In terms of samples, 485 Thammasat
University students were selected using systematic sampling. Data were collected
using questionnaire and interview form. Percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test,
one-way ANOVA, and Chi-square were utilized for data analysis. Descriptive
analysis was also employed.

The findings showed that (1) Thammasat University students took part in
political participation in 2010 at a low level, (2) Thammasat University students
viewed political discourse in the period of 2548-2553 B.E. as a tool to empower
political groups and to support peaceful concept, and (3) the factors relating to
political participation of Thammasat University students consisted of sex, level of
study, major, participating on university activities, and following up political news.

Keywords: Political participation, Student, Political discourse, Thammasat University,
2548-2553 B.E.
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