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Independent Study title: The Protection of Witnesses on Investigations of Election
Committee

Author: Miss Norravalai Khunkrai; 1D: 2554002564; Degree: Master of Laws;

Independent Study advisor: Chaninat Leeds, Associate Professor;
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Abstract

The objectives of independent study on the topic of the Protection of
Witnesses on Investigation of Electoral Commission are: 1) to study the concept of
witness protection; 2) analysis the measures of witness protection; 3) to compare legal
analysis of the protection of witnesses in Thailand and foreign countries;
4) to find ways to protect witnesses of the Election Commission.

This independent study is a qualitative research by studying textbooks and
law journals, information from websites and internet networks.

The study found that the Election Commission has taken the measures to
protect witnesses by establishing the Information Commission Office of the Election
Commission under the Official Information Act 2540 under Section 15 (4). However,
it was not successful at all. In this regards, the Election Commission did not ask the
witness protection agency or any agency that have direct responsibility for witness
protection measures to serve this purpose. Therefore, this study desires the protection
are as follows: 1) the Election should protect the witness by the Witness Protection
Act 2546. 2) the Election Commission should file a petition to the Minister of Justice
for special measures to protect under the Witness Protection Act 2546 Section 8;
3) the Election Commission should report these activities to the Board of Disclosure
of Information; and 4) to punish officials who do fraud or exploitation of the secret
witness in the investigation. Therefore, it should be desired of the measures to protect
the witnesses in investigation of the Election Commission.

Keywords: Protection of witnesses, Election Investigation, Election Commission
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