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Thesis title: The Wild Theatrical Performance (Likay Pa) on the West Coast of
Thailand: A Case Study of Krabi Province

Researcher: Mr.Kittikorn Viboonsri; Degree: Master of Arts (Thai Studies);

Thesis advisors: (1) Tida Mosikarat, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Sawit Pongwat

(3) Dr. Anukui Rotjanasuksomboon; Academic year: 2009

Abstract

The purposes of this study were to (1) study performance art formats, their
history,component pats of the theatrical performance likay pah on the west coast of
Thailand. and to (2) study the customs and socio-cultural contexts of the performance
art of Likay Pa on the West Coast. This study involved a case study of one troupe in
Karbi. This qualitative research employed two approaches to collect data - document
studies and in-depth interviews with experts. The informants were experts who were
knowledgeable and experienced Likay Pa performers.

Results from the study showed that there were three major formats - the
rituals before the show, the “awk kheak” prelude in which an actor dressed in Malay
costume takes the stage to pay homage to the troupe’s teachers, and the
“khaek daeng” performance. Likay Pa’s plots reflect the integration of the
supernatural and religious beliefs of both Buddhists and Islam. Likay
Pa performers wear Thai southern Muslim style costumes.

At present, the performance art of Likay Pa is being affected by
socioeconomic changes. Likay Pa is not as popular as it was in the past. Thus, this

performance art should be studied and documented for future reference.

Keywords: Likay Pa on the West Coast: Krabi
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