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Independent Study title: Human Trafficking: A Case Study of Surrogacy
Author: Mr. Thanakrit Ponprawat; 1D: 2564003248; Degree: Master of laws;
Independent Study advisor: Lawan Hornopparat, Associate Professor;
Academic year: 2014

Abstract

This Independent Study has the goal to study the Protection of Children
Born with the Aid of Reproductive Medical Technology Act BE 2558 and to analyze
problems with such legislation, in order to prevent cases of reproductive medical
technology and surrogacy being used in human trafficking.

This study is a qualitative researchbased on literature research using both
Thai and foreign language textbooks, dissertations, theses, laws, Supreme Court
orders, regulations, and related research articles from various journals.

The results showed that assisted reproductive technology and surrogate
pregnancy have been used for the purpose and intent of human trafficking, by
adopting children born from surrogate mothers to be exploited illegally, like for child
labor, begging, or for sexual services etc. This problem occurs because the regulations
permitting surrogacy are ineffective. It allows a person to exploit illegally from
surrogacy with no regardfor ethics and morality. Therefore, certain qualifications
should be required of surrogate mothers to reduce the risk of children born with
physical abnormalities. Also, penalties for acts that violate the Protection of Children
Born with the Aid of Reproductive Medical Technology Act BE 2558, especially
cases in which several persons have jointly committed a violation, should be changed
to be much more severe. In addition, there should be an agency that is responsible for
collecting data on the use of assisted reproductive technology and surrogacy for the
purpose of monitoring and regulating the use of assisted reproductive technology and
surrogacy.

Keywords: Surrogacy, Human trafficking
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* Human Fertilization and Embryology 1990, Section 28(6).
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