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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study related literature and laws in
Thailand and other countries about items that are prohibited in prisons, in order to
synthesize the data and reach conclusions that would be useful to provide guidelines
for making revisions to Ministry of the Interior Ministerial Order Number 127, issued
under Clause 58 of the Department of Corrections Act, B. E. 2479.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research of sources
including textbooks, theses, research reports, and data from the Internet to create a
greater understanding of items that are prohibited to be brought into prisons or kept in
the possession of prisoners, as well as the punishment for having such prohibited
articles, and the prisoners’ responsibility in such cases.

The study found that not only is it a criminal offense to bring in or possess
a prohibited article in a prison, but prisoners who violate the law are liable to
disciplinary action as well. There are 2 kinds of disciplinary action that prisons may
take for this offense. First, for offenses that fall within the framework of Section 5 of
the Ministry of the Interior Ministerial Regulation, the prison can punish the prisoner
for 3 counts under Item 116 of the ministerial regulation. However, for offenses that
do not fall within the framework of Section 5, the prisoner is punishable by only one
count. Therefore, items that are not specified in Item 127, such as drug paraphernalia,
tattooing equipment, money and cameras, are simply unauthorized items and
possessing them is not an offense that falls under the framework of Section 5. This
causes some confusion among prison officers and may lead to incorrect disciplinary
action. In cases where prisoners are charged with only one count of offense, they
often do not fear punishment and are likely to repeat the offense. In some cases,
prisons lack effective measures for keeping the prisoners under discipline. The 4
articles mentioned above should be added as prohibited articles under Item 127. Also,
Clause 37 of the Department of Corrections Act should be rewritten to set boundaries
for allowing the prison commander to use his or her discretion, such as starting a legal
case against a prisoner if a prisoner violates Clause 45 three times.

Keywords: Prison discipline, Prison drug use, Banned items, Contraband
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