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Thesis title: Political Stability of the Samak Sundaravej Government
Researcher: Pol. Lt. Col. Saichol Punjachai; ID: 2508001399; Degree: Master of Political Science
(Politics and Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Rosalin Siriyaphan, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Rungphong Jayanama, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2011

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the political stability of the Samak
Sundaravej government; and (2) factors that affected the political stability of the Samak
Sundaravej government.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research. Data were analyzed
using the method of content analysis and reported using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that: (1) The characteristics of the political stability of the Samak
Sundaravej government depended on legal credibility (the government came to be the executive
branch through a democratic election) and political credibility (supporting votes for the
government, political pressure groups, and scrutiny by the press). The efficiency of the
government was reflected in satisfaction with the government’s and the Cabinet’s capabilities and
the effectiveness of the government was reflected in the performance results on urgent policies.
(2) The factors that affected the political stability of the Samak Sundaravej government consisted
of personal factors (the prime minister’s personality, past political experience, conservative image
and legal cases), factors involving the party (the number of party members holding seats in
Parliament, the risk from accusations of misdoing against party administrators, and relationships
with the other parties in the coalition government), and factors arising from the political,
economic and social context (opposition to amendments to the constitution, demonstrations by the
People’s Alliance for Democracy, the Khao Preah Vihear Sanctuary dispute, accusations of

Cabinet ministers breaking the law or acting unethically, and the problem of high oil prices).

Keywords: political stability, government, Samak Sundaravej
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