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Thesis title: The Role of Community Radio in Promoting Democracy in Mueang District,
Lamphun Province

Researcher: Mrs. Jarupan Chaichanan; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and

Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Thapanat Prom-in, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Sence

Comsook, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2009

Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the roles of community radio in
Mueang District, Lamphun Province; (2) to study promotion of democracy by community radio
in Mueang District, Lamphun Province; (3) to study the problems and obstacles to the promotion
of democracy by community radio; and (4) to form recommendations for strengthening the role of
community radio in promoting democracy.

The sample consisted of 399 citizens and 51 people involved with community radio
(program producers, administrators and public relations workers) in Mueang District, Lamphun
Province. Data were collected using questionnaires and interviews and were analyzed using
percentages, mean, standard deviation, chi square and content analysis.

The results showed that (1) overall, the sample perceived that community radio
played a large role and its major role was in promoting people’s political participation. (2) The
sample perceived that community radio played a strong role in promoting democracy, especially
by encouraging people to be responsible for the common good. (3) The majority of the sample
perceived that the major obstacle to the promotion of democracy by community radio was a
shortage of quality personnel. (4) Some of the sample recommended that community radio
stations should not have too many advertisements and that the government should quickly issue a
law to govern community radio, because at present there is no official organization in charge of

community radio issues.

Keywords: role, community radio, promotion of democracy, Lamphun
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