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Independent Study title: Criminal Punishment Measures of Recidivism among
Juvenile Offenders
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Abstract

The objective of this independent study is to study concepts, theories and
measures of criminal punishment against juvenile offender, including ideas and
theories regarding youth crime and recidivism. In this study, the author also researches
regulations and measures of criminal punishment as well as international law principles
applying to juvenile committing violence and repeating crime. Moreover, this study
aims to analyze issues resulting from criminal punishment against repeat youth crime
in Thailand and seek for resolutions of such issues efficiently. Lastly, this study has a
purpose to provide an optimal solution which is developing and revising the laws and
regulations, resulting them to be consistent with context and present state of society
and able to address the issue of juvenile recidivism.

This independent study is qualitative research and uses resources from books,
laws, academic documents, researches, theses, electronic documents and information
both in Thailand and foreign countries.

From the study, it has been found that: juvenile crimes are caused by several
factors; the protection of children and juvenile’s rights and liberty should be concerned in
punishing both first-time and repetitive juvenile offenders; and Thailand does not have
any specific measures to punish those repeat youth criminals, it focuses on improving,
healing and rehabilitating upon juveniles’ individual problems instead. Therefore, this
study recommends that the concept of juvenile recidivism should be an additional
condition to allow the Criminal Code and Juvenile and Family Court to transfer the
cases to the common court of justice.

Keywords: Recidivism, Punishment measures, Juvenile
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