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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general characteristics and
performance conditions of agricultural extensionists in Mae Hong Son province 2) the
importance and performance of agricultural extensionists in Mae Hong Son province
3) problems and suggestions regarding the performance according to roles of farmer
extension of agricultural extensionists and 4) development guidelines for agricultural
extensionists according to roles of farmer extension.

The population of the study was 62 agricultural extensionists who worked
in the area of Mae Hong Son province. Data were collected from the entire population
and were analyzed by using statistics such as frequency distribution, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, and standard deviation.

The results of the research revealed that 1) most of the agricultural
extenionists were female. Their average age was 38.21 years old. They held the position
of agricultural extensionists, practitioner level under district agricultural office and had
the average service life in the area of Mae Hong Son area of 6.0 years. Most of them
were responsible for royal initiative projects with the role of teacher/knowledge
transferor. They went in to the area for agricultural extension and development between
6-10 time/month on average had the average of 14.65 villages under their responsibility
with the 80% of their targeted farmers from various ethnicities. 2) The agricultural
extensionists emphasized on the importance of the roles of farmer extension, overall, at
the high level. They performed according to roles in farmer extension, overall, at the
high level. In the consideration of the role, it revealed that the role of the publicist was
importance and practice the most at the highest level. 3) The agricultural extensionists
faced with the problem in performing according to roles of farmer extension, overall,
at the moderate level. When considering in each role, it showed that the change in
leadership role caused problem at the high level. 4) Extension guidelines included
human resources planning within the department from the starting, the retention, and
the exiting phases to ensure the appropriate potential utilization of the personnel in the
operation of the department in order to achieve the objectives and to improve the
performance efficiency of the agricultural extensionists in Mae Hong Son province.

Keywords: Practice development, Agricultural extensionist, Role of farmer extension
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