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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general conditions of
farmers 2) aromatic coconut production conditions and integrated pest management
methods of farmers 3) problems and suggestions regarding integrated pest
management 4) needs and extension guidelines in integrated pest management of
farmers.

The population were such as 1) 3,020 aromatic production farmers in
Damnoen Saduak district, Ratchaburi province. The sample size of 191 people was
determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value of 0.07. Data were
collected by conducting interview and were analyzed by using statistics such as
frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation,
and ranking ; 2) 7 Chairmen of various centers such as community pest management
center, community soil and fertilizer management center, Agricultural Productivity
Efficiency Increasing Learning Center and large collective faring. Data were collected
from conducting focus group and were analyzed by using descriptive analysis and content
quality analysis.

The results of the study found out that 1) most of the farmers were male
with the average age of 54.19 years old, the average aromatic coconut production area
of 16.2 Rai, and the average experience in aromatic coconut production of 10.91
years.2) Most of the farmers grew aromatic coconut at 6x6 m in distance, applied
chemical fertilizer 3-5 times/year on average, applied organic fertilizer 1-2 times/year,
and did not dredge the mud in the garden grooves. The most frequent aromatic
coconut pests found were such as coconut rhinoceros beetle, red palm weevil, coconut
black-headed caterpillar, coconut hispine beetle, four-legged coconut mite, squirrel,
and rat. Farmers adopted the integrated pest management methods, overall, at the
moderate level. Farmers adopted the management method of cultivation at the highest
level such as watering method, correct and precise timing for fertilizer application,
consistency, and the use of good aromatic coconut with quality. The chemical used at
the highest level such as applying the correct type of chemical for certain type of
aromatic coconut pest. 3) Farmers faced with the problems in integrated pest
management such as the lack of equipment in aromatic coconut pest control by using
biological control method. 4) Farmers wanted to receive regarding integrated pest
management with the extension from the extentionists at the highest level. Second to
that was the internet through lecture, demonstration, and practice. 5) Extension
guidelines included creating extension media about integrated pest management,
encouraging the creation of learning crops, and practicing the use of integrated pest
management for coconut.

Keywords: Extension, Integrated Pest Management, Aromatic coconut
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