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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the role and operations of
community radio stations in Kamphaeng Phet that have a political impact; and
(2) supporting factors and impeding factors that affect the political role and operations
of community radio in Kamphaeng Phet.

This was both a qualitative and quantitative research. For the qualitative
portion, the sample population consisted of 27 people involved with 41 community
radio stations in Kamphaeng Phet. Data were collected using a structured interview
form and analyzed using content analysis and descriptive analysis. For the
quantitative portion, the sample population was 220 radio listeners. Data were
collected using a questionnaire and statistically analyzed using frequency, percentage,
mean and standard deviation.

The results of the qualitative portion showed that (1) community radio had
a policy of promoting politics in the community to give listeners more knowledge
about politics, to promote the democratic system correctly, to create understanding
and to foster a sense of respect for politics. The formats and content of radio programs
had to be suitable for promoting politics and had to provide true information.
The radio stations were operated with a focus on informing and entertaining listeners,
providing a central forum, distributing up-to-date news in the community, and giving
citizens the opportunity to join in the stations’ activities. (2) Supporting factors were
personnel who could fulfill the role of good journalists, knowledgeable personnel,
funding, technology, support from the people, building of a network, and supporting
legislation. Impeding factors were capital and funding, wavelength interference, lack
of technical personnel, headhunting of program hosts, lack of new information to
report, and limitations on public participation. The results of the quantitative portion
showed that 1. The majority of samples agreed that community radio played a
political role to a high degree. 2. The mean scores for agreement on supporting factors
came out to medium and the mean scores for agreement on impeding factors came out
to high.

Keywords: Role, community radio, Political impact, Kamphaeng Phet Province
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