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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general, economic and social
conditions of the safe tangerine growers 2) knowledge, knowledge sources and opinions
about safe tangerine production of the farmers 3) safe tangerine production of the farmers
4) factors related to safe tangerine production of the farmers 5) problems and suggestion
about extension guidelines for safe tangerine production of the farmers.

The population of this study was 534 tangerine growers in Chiang Khong
district, Chiang Rai province who had registered as farmers in 2020. The sample size of
183 persons was determined by using Taro Yamane formula and simple random sampling
method by drawing lots. Data were collected by using interview questions. Statistics used
for data analysis were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, standard
deviation and normal multiple regression analysis.

The results revealed that 1) most of the farmers were male with the average
age of 55.51 years. The average number of household labors was 3.48 persons. The
average number of years of experience in tangerine production was 11.50 years. The
average tangerine selling price and the average income from conventional tangerine
production were 27.23 baht/kg and 282,633.88 baht/year, respectively. While the average
income from safe tangerine production was 130,967.2 1 baht/year. 2) In the overview,
most of the farmers’ knowledge about growing tangerine safely was at highest level. The
farmers obtained information from various knowledge sources at high level, especially
from online media. In the overview, their opinions were at highest level, especially the
aspects of how to produce tangerine safely helped them become more cautious when
using chemical substances. The adoption of innovation and technology in tangerine
production safety caused the reduction of disease and insect pests while the
environmental conditions were improved. 3) Most of the farmers relied on natural water
sources for tangerine production. The average farm size was 9.25 rais. Most of them grew
tangerine cultivar “See Thong”. Harvest was done once a year. The average production
cost and the average income were 59,903.30 baht/rai/year and 40,62 1.7 1 baht/rai,
respectively. Most of the farmers adopted the practices in safe tangerine production at
highest level. 4) Factors related statistically significant to the practice in safe tangerine
production were gender and knowledge. 5) The farmers’ problems were marketing, plant
care, harvest and postharvest. The farmers suggested that more marketing channels be
added in the extension guidelines. Most of them expressed their opinion about the
increase of extension method, support and knowledge aspects.

Keywords: Safe tangerine production, Extension Guideline
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