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Thesis title: Conflict between Community Rights and Government Power and Benefits: A Case Study of
the Forest Industry Organization and the People of Ban Pasak Ngam, Luang Nuea
Sub-district, Doi Saket District, Chiang Mai Province

Researcher: Mr. Pariwat Nanti; ID: 2548001367; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Pisan Mukdaratsami, Assistant Professor; (2) Dr. Varnadharm Kanchanasuwan,

Associate Professor; Academic year: 2012

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the factors and formats that lead to conflicts
between government agencies and communities; (2) Ban Pasak Ngam residents’ movement to protect the rights
of their community, in terms of the concepts behind the movement, and the methods, forms and strategies the
people used; (3) recommendations on ways to reduce conflicts between the government and communities.

This was a qualitative study based on interviews and a focus group discussion with a group of 20
key informants, chosen through purposive sampling, consisting of the village headman of Ban Pasak Ngam,
representatives of residents of Ban Pasak Ngam, representatives of a conservation organization, personnel of the
Forest Industry Organization, and the chairman of the Luang Nuea Tambol Administrative Organization. Data
were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) The main factor that led to a conflict between Mae Ho Phra
Commercial Forest and the villagers of Ban Pasak Ngam was a conflict of interests. The villagers wanted to
keep the forest as a watershed area and a source of food, while the commercial forest owners wanted to plant
trees for economic gain. Because of the different priorities of the two groups, they were unable to jointly
manage the forest area. (2) As for the process of the villagers’ movement, at first they started by using force to
exert pressure. Later they changed to using a peaceful protest method, reducing the aggression and putting
emphasis on coordinating with a network. They changed their movement tactics to be more official and tried to
make their issue a public problem. (3) Ways to reduce conflicts are 3.1) When managing forest resources, the
government should give an opportunity for the communities in the nearby area to participate in planning,
decision making and considering related information before beginning any project. 3.2) The relevant
government agencies should have a channel for listening to the opinions, suggestions, problems and needs of
communities. 3.3) To reduce the problems of conflicts, community culture should be used rather than just using

legal measures.

Keywords: Conflict, Community rights, Government benefits, Ban Pasak Ngam, Forest Industry Organization,

Chiang Mai Province
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