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Abstract

This research aims to study: 1) students’ exposure to market communications
about alcoholic beverages; 2) their level of media literacy regarding the market communication
strategies used to sell alcoholic beverage products; 3) a comparison of the level of media
literacy of students who drink alcoholic beverages and those who do not; and
4) the relationship between students’ exposure to market communications about alcoholic
beverages and their level of media literacy regarding the market communication strategies
used.

This was a survey research. The study population was university students
and a sample size of 400 was determined using the Taro Yamane formula. Samples
were chosen using the quota method. The research tool was a questionnaire. Data
were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t test, analysis
of variance and chi square.

The results showed that 1) both the group of students who drank alcoholic
beverages and those who did not, had a medium level of exposure to market
communications about alcoholic beverages. The medium they were exposed to the
most was social media, followed by Internet ads and product displays in stores.
2) Both the group of students who drank alcoholic beverages and those who did not,
had a medium level of media literacy about the market communication strategies
used. 3) Students who drank alcoholic beverages had a lower level of media literacy
in the aspects of feelings and emotions and aesthetics than did those students who did
not drink alcoholic beverages. The level of media literacy in the aspects of awareness
and understanding and morals were the same for both groups. 4) The level of
exposure of both groups of students to the market communications was related to their
level of media literacy in all aspects (awareness and understanding, feelings and
emotions, aesthetics, and morals) to a statistically significant degree at level p<0.05.

Keywords: Media literacy, Market communications, Alcoholic beverage marketing
strategies
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