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Thesis title: Community Power Structure in the Community and Local Politics: A Case Study of Khlongjinda
Sub-district Administrative Organization Sampran District, Nakhon Pathom Province

Researcher: Miss Peerapat Junphrom; ID: 2498000203; Degree: Master of Political Science

(Politics and Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Varnadharm Kanchanasuwon, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2012

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the political power structure of different groups;
(2) the role of political groups that influenced public policymaking decisions and public policy implementation
by the Khlong Jinda Sub-district Administrative Organization ; and (3) political problems of Khlong Jinda Sub-
district Administrative Organization.

This was a qualitative research based on interviews with 15 key informants, chosen through
purposive sampling, consisting of political office holders, local government office employees, and
representatives of the public. Data were collected using an interview form and analyzed by descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) In Khlong Jinda there were 4 political power groups: members of the
Sub-district Administrative Organization council, local leaders, business people, and the public. The group of
Sub-district Administrative Organization council members had the greatest role in using political power,
followed by the group of local leaders. These 2 groups were the major players expressing a role in local politics.
The groups of business people and the public did not directly express a role in using their political power. The
political power structure was a familial one. (2) The group of Sub-district Administrative Organization council
members had an important role in public policymaking and public policy implementation. The group of local
leaders played a role in advising, but their role was limited and did not extend to taking a direct role in
policymaking decisions. Budget allocations followed local laws with an emphasis on public participation and
giving different groups the opportunity to join in consultation meetings to give opinions and suggestions.
(3) The main political problem of Khlong Jinda was the system of mutual patronage obligations, because the
strong familial relationships created a monopolization of political power, particularly by the Sub-district
Administrative Organization council members. There was an inheritance of political power among Sub-district
Administrative Organization council members from one group, so there were no changes in local politics and

no balance of power.

Keywords: Political power structure, Local politics, Khlong Jinda Sub-district Administrative Organization,

Nakhon Pathom Province
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