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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore opinions of lower secondary
students towards using social media for science learning of Deebuk Phang-nga
Wittayayon School in Phang-nga province.

The research sample consisted of 316 lower secondary students studying in
the 2018 academic year at Deebuk Phang-nga Wittayayon School in Phang-nga
province, obtained by stratified random sampling. The employed research instrument
was a questionnaire on opinions of lower secondary students towards using social
media for science learning. Statistics employed for data analysis were the percentage,
mean, and standard deviation.

Research findings revealed that the overall opinion towards using social
media for science learning of lower secondary students of Deebuk Phang-nga
Wittayayon School in Phang-nga province was at the high level. When specific
aspects of using social media for science learning were considered, it was found that
the students’ opinions were at the high level towards five aspects. These five aspects,
each of which was shown with the item that received the top rating mean, were as
follows: (1) the aspect of objectives of using social media for science learning, with
the item: to search for information to make reports or work pieces as assigned by the
teacher; (2) the aspect of contents of using social media for science learning, with the
item: the contents of social media for science learning being clear and easy to
understand; (3) the aspect of the presentation method for social media for science
learning, with the item: the presentation with pictures; (4) the aspect of activities for
using social media for science learning, with the item: students participating in
activities organized in the classroom; and (5) the aspect of benefits of using social
media for science learning, with the item: social media being good sources from
which to search for knowledge. On the other hand, the students’ opinions were at the
moderate level toward two aspects. These two aspects, each of which was shown
with the item that received the top rating mean, were as follows: (1) the aspect of
types of social media appropriate with learning science, with the item: Facebook; and
(2) the aspect of problems and obstacles for using social media for science learning,
with the item: the Internet signal for connecting social media in the school being not
thorough.

Keywords: Social media, Science learning, Secondary education
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