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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) general, social, and economic
conditions of farmers 2) vegetable production conditions 3) knowledge and vegetable
production according to good agricultural practice 4) problems in vegetable production
according to good agricultural practice 5) knowledge receiving and needs for extension of
vegetable production according to good agricultural practice of farmers.

The population of this study was 2 groups of vegetable production farmers who
had registered with the department of agricultural extension in the 2019: 1) vegetable
production farmers who have passed the good agricultural practice certification in Saraburi
province from 13 districts. The sample size of 30 farmers was determined by using group
sampling method from Sao Hai district and 2) 300 general vegetable production farmers.
The sample size of 172 people was determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the
error value of 0.05. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, T-test, and content
analysis.

The results of the research found out that 1) most of the farmers who received
good agricultural practice certification were male with the average age of 56.27 years old,
married, and completed primary school education level. The group of farmers that did not
passed the certification was mostly female with the average age of 54.77 years old, married,
and completed primary school education. 2) Both of the farmer groups mostly bought
factors of production from registered stores and shops in the community, prepared the soil
by ploughing 1 time, and applied organic fertilizer. They grew the plant with seeds, used
sprinkler for watering, controlled disease and pest by using chemicals according to the
suggestions, harvested per the plant age, applied the post-harvest practice of transferring
the product with the vehicles, and had the cutting and grading of the products. The product
buying sources were community market and middlemen.3) The certified group of farmers
earned high knowledge scores than the uncertified group in all 8 aspects and found out that
both of the farmer groups had the different in practice at the confidence level of 0.05 in
data recording and testing.4) The level of importance of the problem revealed that the
certified group of farmers faced with the problem in the lack of water resources while the
uncertified group of farmers faced with the problems regarding insufficient equipments
about personal hygiene for the practitioners and lack of knowledge and understanding about
post harvest product management and the contamination protection into products. 5) Both
groups of farmers had the level of needs in knowledge more than the level of knowledge in
watering system, the correct and safety way of applying fertilizer and chemicals, and post
harvest management about standard of good agricultural practice. Extension guidelines
were such as the integration between departments, the knowledge giving according to the
needs of farmers through personal media who were agricultural extension officers from
government sector and private sector by using mixed method extension such as practice,
field trip, demonstration, and lecture.

Keywords: Extension, Vegetable production, Good agricultural practice
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