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Abstract

The objectives of this research are (1) to study roles of village committees in
democracy development in Samutsakhon province, (2) to investigate obstacles of village committees
in democracy development and (3) to propose the role of village committees in democracy
development for improvement.

The qualitative approach was used to apply in this research. There were two types of
purposive sampling including government representatives (government officer) and village
committees (37 samples in total). The in-depth interview (structured interview) was used to collect the
data. Then, the data were analyzed using a content analysis method and a descriptive analysis
method.

This research found that (1) the village committees have an important role in
democracy development such as 1) selection of village committees by democracy, 2) preparing of
the village development plan, 3) providing of political knowledge, 4) promoting of political
participation, 5) promoting of election and 6) being a model of living in a democratic way of life.
All six roles had an impact on democratic development. (2) The obstacles of village committees
work consisted of a lacking of understand on their roles, a lacking of budget for implementation, a
conflict in the village, education, economic condition and impact of local politics. (3) The suggestions
of roles of village committees in democracy development are following. 1) Government should
promote knowledge and understanding the role of village committees. 2) The village committees
should have enough welfare and compensation. The budget should be enough to implement the
project. 3) The unity should be created in the village. 4) Lastly, the impact of local politic should
be minimized.

Keywords: Role, Village Committees, Democracy Development and Samutsakhon Province
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