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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the factors affecting the
efficiency of Longkong production of farmers in Sungai-Kolok District, Narathiwat
Province.

The samples used in the study consisted of 100 Longkong farmers. Of
these, 50 farmers planted Longkong over an area exceeding 3 rai and the other 50
over an area of 3 rai or less. Data was collected through the use of questionnaires and
analyzed using the SPSS for Windows Program. For the statistical analysis, the
following procedures were employed: frequencies, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t-test, Chi-square and multiple regression analysis.

It was found that the majority of farmers were male, aged 41-60 years,
followed Islam, had a primary-level education, and.lived in a household of 5-8
persons. The average household income was 84,022.31 baht per year, with the
average Longkong production in the previous year of 140.85 kg per rai. Most farmers
used their own capital for funding in Longkong production.

It was found that the majority of farmers were of medium efficiency in
Longkong production, practicing correctly in the following areas: application of
fertilizer; use of shade; trimming of the branches; and protection against and
eradication of insects and animals damaging to the fruit. The incorrect practices were
related to the size of holes used for planting the trees, prevention and eradication of
disease, and the arrangement of watering svstems.

The group of farmers planting Longkong over an area exceeding 3 rai were
found to be different to the group planting 3 rai or less in the following aspects:
household income; efficiency of production; production management problems;
marketing and transportation problems; and environmental problems. When studying
the variables related to whether the area on which Longkong was planted exceeded 3
rai or was 3 rai or less, it was found that the most important variables were: produce
distribution methods; production conditions (such as the planting period, size of holes
for planting the trees, protection against and eradication of pests), and the receiving
of promotion and information services (such as attending exhibitions and
demonstrations, and receiving information via radio); and the desire for technology
Longkong production management.

From studying the factors affecting the efficiency of Longkong production,
it was found that the factors which had a statistically significant relationships with
production efficiency were: presence of production management problems; the
problems of post-harvest management and quality control; and the desire for support
of technology in Longkong production management.

Keywords: Factors affecting longkong production management, Narathiwat
Province
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